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What will we 
discuss 
today?

More than fake news: 
the information ecosystem

1.

2.

4.

3. How info-savvy are we…really?

Strategies & resources

A perfect information storm: managing an 
infodemic in a post-truth society
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Post-truth: the circuitous slippage 
between facts or alt-facts, 
knowledge, opinion, belief, and 
truth. 

(Biesecker, B. 2018 p.329)

Biesecker, B. (2018). Guest Editor’s Introduction: Toward an Archaeogenealogy of Post-truth. 
Philosophy & Rhetoric, 51(4), 329–341. https://doi.org/10.5325/philrhet.51.4.0329

https://doi.org/10.5325/philrhet.51.4.0329


Trump: If U.S. ends tests, 'we'd have very few cases'

Truth is relative, and not necessarily based in fact….
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gr81b-A_Tj0
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Bloomberg Quicktake (2018) It’s Getting Harder to Spot a Deep Fake Video, Season 1, Episode 13 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gLoI9hAX9dw

Information access:
It’s not just about text and photos
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gLoI9hAX9dw


Australian International School I 2020

Re-writing history
with AI 

https://moondisaster.org/film

https://moondisaster.org/film


As a consequence of this, even truth will not be believed. 
The man in front of the tank at Tiananmen Square moved 
the world. Nixon on the phone cost him his presidency. 
Images of horror from concentration camps finally moved 
us into action. If the notion of not believing what you see 
is under attack, that is a huge problem. One has to 
restore truth in seeing again.
Nasir Memon, Professor of Computer Science and Engineering, 

New York University.

Harwell, D. (2019, June 13). Top AI researchers race to detect ‘deepfake’ videos: ‘We are outgunned.’ Retrieved June 30, 2020, from 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/technology/2019/06/12/top-ai-researchers-race-detect-deepfake-videos-we-are-outgunned/
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Misleading, 
manipulated 
messages 
and 
conspiracy 
theories on 
social media
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Young, V. A. (2020, May 20). Nearly Half of the Twitter Accounts Discussing “Reopening America” May Be Bots. Retrieved June 30, 2020, from 
https://www.scs.cmu.edu/news/nearly-half-twitter-accounts-discussing-reopening-america-may-be-bots
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#DCBlackout #DCSafe

Misleading, manipulated messages and 
conspiracy theories on social media
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Evaluating Information: 
The cornerstone of civic online 
reasoning

Our kids are on 
top of this…

...right?
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Wineburg, Sam, McGrew, Sarah, Breakstone, Joel, Ortega, Teresa. 
(2016). Evaluating Information: The Cornerstone of Civic Online 
Reasoning. Stanford Digital Repository. Available 
at: http://purl.stanford.edu/fv751yt5934

Evaluating Information: The cornerstone of civic online reasoning

• 7804 students 

• middle schools, high schools 
and 6 universities  

• a variety of socio-economic 
levels

• across 12 states in the US

• 56 tasks testing students’ ability 
to judge the credibility of online 
information

2016

Overall, young people’s 
ability to reason about 
the information on the 
Internet can be 
summed up in one 
word: bleak.

(Wineburg, McGrew, Breakstone and Ortega, 2016 p.4) 
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http://purl.stanford.edu/fv751yt5934


This work is reproduced under a Creative Commons Attribution-Noncommercial-
No Derivative Works 3.0 Unported License

“More than 80% of the middle school students 
assessed believed that the native advertisement, 
identified by the words sponsored content, was a 
real news story.”
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http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


A little more than half of young Australians say they pay some 
attention or a lot of attention (53%) to the source of news stories but 
close to half pay no attention or very little (46%). There is very little 
difference between teens and children, despite the fact that 
teenagers get far more news on social media.

Images 
reproduced 
with permission
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“this is about more 
than news, it’s about 
the entire information 
ecosystem.”

Claire Wardell, First Draft, February 
2017
Photo by Markus 
Spiske on Unsplash
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https://unsplash.com/@markusspiske?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/search/photos/information?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


Types of Information Disorder. Credit: Claire Wardle & Hossein Derakshan, 2017 Used with Permission: CC:BYNCND

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


8 types of dis/misinformation

Satire or 
Parody

Manipulated 
content

False 
connection

Fabricated 
content

Misleading 
content

Imposter
content

Micro-targeted 
messaging

False 
context

Claire Wardle (2017) Gruia, M. & Ashby, R. (2019) 



1. Satire or parody

https://www.newyorker.com/humor/borowitz-report/trump-warns-that-social-
distancing-in-schools-would-make-it-harder-for-students-to-cheat-off-one-anothers-
papers

https://twitter.com/chaser/status/1136223436273987584
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https://www.newyorker.com/humor/borowitz-report/trump-warns-that-social-distancing-in-schools-would-make-it-harder-for-students-to-cheat-off-one-anothers-papers
https://twitter.com/chaser/status/1136223436273987584


2. Imposter content

https://www.poynter.org/fact-checking/2019/this-website-impersonated-a-fact-checking-
outlet-to-publish-fake-news-stories/

https://www.cnet.com/news/google-takes-aim-at-potential-
imposter-websites-with-new-chrome-warning/

www.paypa1.com

www.mywashingtonpost.com

www.onlineinternetbank.eg.com.au/login
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https://www.poynter.org/fact-checking/2019/this-website-impersonated-a-fact-checking-outlet-to-publish-fake-news-stories/
https://www.cnet.com/news/google-takes-aim-at-potential-imposter-websites-with-new-chrome-warning/
http://www.paypa1.com/
http://www.mywashingtonpost.com/
http://www.myonlineinternetbank.eg.com/login


3. Misleading content

https://www.fastcompany.com/90301427/a-
shockingly-large-majority-of-health-news-
shared-on-facebook-is-fake

https://www.boredpanda.com/examples-
media-truth-manipulation

https://www.nytimes.com/

Australian International School I 2020

https://www.fastcompany.com/90301427/a-shockingly-large-majority-of-health-news-shared-on-facebook-is-fake
https://www.boredpanda.com/examples-media-truth-manipulation
https://www.nytimes.com/


4. Fabricated content

https://www.snopes.com/fact-check/trump-quote-kim-jong-un-biden/
https://theconservativetreehouse.com/2019/05/26/time-columnist-fabricates-viral-trump-quote-media-
and-politicians-spread-fake-news/
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https://www.snopes.com/fact-check/trump-quote-kim-jong-un-biden/
https://theconservativetreehouse.com/2019/05/26/time-columnist-fabricates-viral-trump-quote-media-and-politicians-spread-fake-news/


5. False connection

https://www.nytimes.com/2019
/06/18/us/emotional-support-
animal.html

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/06/18/us/emotional-support-animal.html


6. Manipulated content

https://www.snopes.com/fact-check/storm-over-sydney/https://twitter.com/itsnotdweena/status/113920
4212762578945

https://www.reddit.com/r/Instagramreality/comments/hu2
wpx/girl_shows_how_easy_it_is_to_edit_photos/?ref=shar
e&ref_source=link

Australian International School I 2020

https://www.snopes.com/fact-check/storm-over-sydney/
https://twitter.com/itsnotdweena/status/1139204212762578945
https://www.reddit.com/r/Instagramreality/comments/hu2wpx/girl_shows_how_easy_it_is_to_edit_photos/?ref=share&ref_source=link


7. False context

https://www.snopes.com/fact-check/protesters-hyde-park-rubbish/
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https://www.snopes.com/fact-check/protesters-hyde-park-rubbish/


8. Micro-targeted messaging

https://theconversation.com/facebook-videos-targeted-
texts-and-clive-palmer-memes-how-digital-advertising-
is-shaping-this-election-campaign-115629
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https://theconversation.com/facebook-videos-targeted-texts-and-clive-palmer-memes-how-digital-advertising-is-shaping-this-election-campaign-115629


Information

Why did you come to this decision?

What strategies would you use to 
check the credibility of this post?

How confident are you in  your assessment?

1 10

Dis/Mis-information

Not 
confident

Very 
confident
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Information

10

This photo was first published in 2008 on 
https://inhabitat.com/spiffy-backpack-
traps-bovine-gas/ - in an article about an 
experiment conducted by scientists at 
Argentina’s National Institute for 
Agricultural Technology – aiming to 
measure, not reduce methane gas 
emissions. 

https://www.truthorfiction.com/are-cow-
fart-bags-being-used-to-fight-climate-
change/

Dis/Mis-information –
False context
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https://inhabitat.com/spiffy-backpack-traps-bovine-gas/
https://www.truthorfiction.com/are-cow-fart-bags-being-used-to-fight-climate-change/


Information

Why did you come to this decision?

What strategies would you use to 
check the credibility of this post?

How confident are you in  your assessment?

1 10

Dis/Mis-information

Not 
confident

Very 
confident
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Information

Dis/Mis-information

The ‘headless chicken monster’ was only seen 
prior to this discovery in the Gulf of Mexico. 
Scientists made the discovery while using new 
underwater camera technology as part of a 
project of Australia’s Department of the 
Environment and Energy to aid commercial 
fishery monitoring. 

https://www.snopes.com/fact-
check/headless-chicken-deep-sea/

Australian International School I 2020

https://www.snopes.com/fact-check/headless-chicken-deep-sea/


Information

Why did you come to this decision?

What strategies would you use to 
check the credibility of this post?

How confident are you in  your assessment?

1 10

Dis/Mis-information

Not 
confident

Very 
confident
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Information

“Although page owners commented several days 
after it was posted to admit that the image did 
not show an ailing puppy, that message was 
buried in the many comments and not 
prominently displayed on the original post. 

Because of this, the page was able to continue 
racking up and benefiting from likes, shares, and 
comments as the dishonest post made its way 
around Facebook.”

From https://www.truthorfiction.com/is-facebook-
donating-1-for-every-share-towards-a-puppys-
tumor/

Dis/Mis-information –
Misleading content
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https://www.truthorfiction.com/is-facebook-donating-1-for-every-share-towards-a-puppys-tumor/


School libraries and qualified library staff are essential to 
support teachers and students navigating this constantly 
changing information ecosystem.

Strategies!    Resources! 
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Tools of the Trade
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1. Adapt and implement a whole school approach 

Why?
• Shared language
• Consolidate over time
• Embed across curriculum

How?
• Don’t re-invent the wheel!
• Remix currently existing 

frameworks
• Leverage ‘birds’ eye view’ of 

curriculum (Lupton, 2014)

1. Adapt and implement a whole school approach 
to information and critical literacy

Australian International School I 2020Australian International School I 2020



2. Get the whole school community on board

Why?
• Education for everyone
• Home support important

How?
• Newsletter articles
• Social media messaging
• Workshops and professional 

learning
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3. Share resources and create connections

Why?
• It’s easier when we work 

together
• Draw upon a larger bank of 

resources/ideas

How?
• Engage with your PLN
• Create curated collections & 

share
• Raise as a focus topic for 

network/cluster meetings
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4. Model good practice

Why?
• Embeds as a part of the 

‘everyday’
• Raises awareness
• Scaffolds metalanguage

How?
• Think ‘out loud’
• Become aware of own biases
• Refine our own skills
• Share when ‘caught’
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5. Make it visible

Why?
• Raises awareness
• Promotes discussion

How?
• Create/remix/ procure 

posters, bookmarks, 
‘marketing collateral’

• Create/remix/reuse digital 
artefacts for screens, social 
media.
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Questions? 
Comments?

Thank you!

Dr Kay Oddone
@kayoddone

www.linkinglearning.com.auPintere
st Board : https://pin.it/5KUnO0A
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