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The Library represents, maybe with the prison, the
last of the uncontested moral universes: communal
accommodations for ‘good’ (or necessary) activi-
ies... Th : f the Li is Intimate-
A oS MEERP 1 oonerted o e el o the ook s Librry s
This poster details work from a graduation design studio for R I - o its fortress, librarians are its guardians...
M.Architecture students at the University of Adelaide in 2015, B g e R S o TR
and its engagement with the university’s central library, the Barr
Smith Library, concurrently undertaking its own major review.

T The Library’ s insistence on one kind of literacy has
- e blinded it to other emerging forms that increasingly
dominate our culturs, especlally the huge effielen-
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that is seriously threatened by technological and social chang-
es, chief among them being digitalisation and privatisation.
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In its idealised manifestation, the library is a mysterious, evoca- |  STOREHOUSE | | AGCESS TG e
tive space. An emblem of knowledge, learning, civilisation \. /"‘\__%__ /
itself, Michel Foucault saw the library as one of the defining o
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institutions of modernity, a “heterotopia” devoted to a com-
plete and fully indexed reflection of the world itself.

The book is the atom of the matter of the library — yet under the
impact of digitalisation, the internet, and the portable reading
device, this atom is disintegrating — becoming perhaps pure
intellectual energy, disseminated and consumed virtually.

As a haven, an refuge, a space traditionally free from intrusions
of commerce, an end in itself, the library upholds the ideals of
an accessible public space. Yet our era is one in which the
public realm is splintering, atrophying, and being slowly starved
of funds; while divided and diverse private domains expand to
fill the void.

In response to this situation, the studio asked its participants:
what new hybrid configurations, scenarios, programs, and ty-
pologies are plausible to sustaining the promise of the library?
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The idea of accumulating everything, of establish-
ing a sort of general archive, the will to enclose in
one place all times, all epochs, all forms, all
tastes, the idea of constituting a place of all times
that 1s itself outside of time and inaccessible to
its ravages, the project of organizing in this way a
sort of perpetual and indefinite accumulation of
fime in an immobile place, this whole idea belongs
to our modernity.
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The studio was conducted over a 14-week period between
August and November 2015. Nine students developed individ-
ual projects, defining their own specific questions, themes,
sites, and content in response to the overarching premise. The
design process involved a structured sequence of steps, en-
compassing framing research; precedent studies; site and pro-
gram analysis; design development; and finally preparation of
presentation outputs, such as drawings, renderings and
models. The studio included a period of groupwork: a collec-
tive investigation involved an initial three week period of fram-
ing research exploring the situation, metaphors, precedents, ity S
and elements of the library, which was assembled into a e
50-page research book for shared reference. The remainder of
the period was devoted to developing student’s own individual
proposals. These were exhibited to the university community
and wider public at the School’s annual Graduation Exhibition,
which opened on 4 December 2015.

Engagement with staff from the Barr Smith Llbrary occured

during the early briefing stages, during a progress review in the
middle of the semester; and at during the final formal presenta- i L |
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THE LOMDOM LIBRARY

students were given insight into the elements, organisation, SITUATION
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and the real-world challenges faced by the university library
under changing technological and financial circumstances.

Ultimately, as befits a capstone project at the conclusion of
their professional education, students were free to determine
the extent to which they engaged the specifics of the Barr
Smith Library’s own process of organisational change. The re-
sulting projects were diverse in type, location, purpose, and
design, with only one student, Joshua Marchant, explicitly de-
veloping a potential evolution of the Barr Smith Library.
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Library of Cultivation Mountain Library City of Cultivating Hopes Bastarde Smith Cultural Condenser |Urban Memoir Knowledge Interchange

PROPOSALS Alaochu Chen Cheng Cheng Yujia Jiang | Jie Zhang
With her Library of Cultivation, sited on a lakefront in an Arcadi-
an landscape in the Adelaide Hills, Xiaochu Chen suggests that
the demise of the physical book and its replacement with
robust digital media and devices could, counter-intuitively, fa-
cilitate a closer connection to nature. Her scheme is a collec-
tion of primal, geometrically rigorous spaces bringing readers
in contact with wind, trees, earth, water, and sky, restoring bal-
last and sensation to the pallid world of virtual information.

Kaixiang Xue's Urban Memoir, set in London adjacent to the
Tower Bridge and City Hall, is an elaboration of the proposition
that the metropolis itself — with its historical strata, rhythmical
life-patterns, enduring monuments, and palimpsest of memo-
ries — is the ultimate archetype of the library. His project
weaves urban sight-lines, pedestrian pathways, and ghosted
volumes of former structures into a confident synthesis — invit- _ 7 4 poidliy : S : 5 st

ing us to consider the library as a giant lens focussing the his- In the the reading environment can be discussion and community through | bama’s p the ell as be estival Plaza, and made accessible to the told through well-the
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The program of the forthcoming Barack Obama Presidential
Library, set in Chicago, provided Yujia Jiang an opportunity to
develop her City of Cultivating Hopes. A rich and colourful pro- : _ ey -
gram of archival, educational, and experiential spaces is held = o - : o X k that the at | compose parates them, B the |t  Itself 15 the ny liorary
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While the above three reframe, augment, and reinforce the
library typology through close connection to their sites and
contexts, the projects of both Jie Zhang and Cheng Cheng
proposed hybrid formations in response to the studio chal-
lenge.

Zhang's Knowledge Interchange combines a transit inter-

change for trains and buses in Western Sydney with library ele-
ments in the audacious form of inverted conical volumes or : ‘ater Reading Room: The Wind i ral languag go to ton : A TG R
“book spirals”, such that the library partakes of the contempo- e Sw ) Reading Room; The 2 AT e st [ved |1 th Side, ¢ on and interaction with othe view and shelving, It
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Meanwhile Cheng’s Magic Mountain Library, on the site of
Magic Mountain at Glenelg - that lost icon of pure fun for a
generation of Adelaide kids —brings the splash and laughter of
a water park to the staid confines of a council library. With its ong tree
sea-side “Book Bar” animated by waterslides and transparent Erb
pools, the project proposes that with its capacity to inspire
gathering and play, it is the beach - that archetypal Australian
public space - that may yet be the saviour of that other arche-
typal public space, the library.
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OUTCOMES

The propositions emerging from this studio bring creative
vigour and an open-minded approach to the contemporary

challenges facing libraries. Students’ engagement with, yet Final Review, with invited critics. Kaixiang Xue showing a model of his project.  Xiaochu Chen with her prize-winning design. M.Arch Graduation Exhibition 2015 Dr Julian Worrall with the studio group.
productive distance from, the intricacies and tensions of pro-

cesses of organisational change allow for reframing perceived 1
threats and crises as opportunities for positive change and - . . . i . . _ . _ . . . . .
evolution in the definition, function, and meaning of libraries. e - , - | Rl

This exercise also represents a demonstration of the potential
for mutually productive engagements between the academic
and professional service components of the university. Still
sometimes perceived as operating at a remove from “real
world” contexts and constraints, initiatives such as this see the
university itself as an inviting experimental site, a rich social
and political field, a mountain of real-world evidence, and a
ready and (generally) receptive test-bed for new ideas. Such ——
engagements have the potential to deepen understanding and

a sense of shared endeavour across the artificial borders that w ' . . . . .
divide the constituents of the contemporary university.

POSTER PRESENTATION FOR ALIA 2016 CONFERENCE. ADELAIDE, 31 AUGUST 2016 The authors wish to acknowledge the efforts of all the students who participated in this studio: Simon Arrowsmith, Xiaochu Chen, Cheng Cheng, Yujia Jiang, Jacob Li, Joshua Marchant, Amirah Azyyati Bt Che Othmanimo, Kaixiang Xue, and Jie Zhang.




