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The Public Policy Process – Too often 

Lack of data  
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• AMA 
• Daily Telegraph 
• Public support  
• Swift decision 
• Legislation passed 
• No consultation 
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The neuroscience of brain 
development 

 
Children then go from perceiving 
sounds to understanding their 
connection to meaning and then being 
able to produce specific words 
themselves. At the biological level, the 
brain is developing more complex 
circuits that build on the more basic 
circuits that were created previously.  
 
In other words, the increasingly 
complex hierarchy of neural circuits 
creates a framework for the 
development of increasingly complex 
behaviors and skills. 
 
    (Galinsky, 2006)  
 









(Education at a Glance, OECD, 2015)  



(Warren & Haisken DeNew, 2013) 





The Longitudinal Study of  
Australian Children 

 
(Haisken-DeNew, 2013) 

 
• One year of schooling in year 3 is represented by 52 

NAPLAN points  
 
• In Year 3 - children who attended pre-school score 18 to 20 

points higher in Reading, Spelling and Numeracy and 13 
points higher in writing (compared to children who did not 
attend pre-school). 

 
• This represents 30–40% of the learning impact of one 

additional year of schooling, 3 years after the fact. 
 
• Children whose pre-school teacher had a degree on Early 

Childhood Education or a Diploma in Early Childhood 
Education or Child Care gained the most from attending pre-
school 

 
• Children whose teacher had only a certificate level 

qualification or no relevant qualification showed no 
significant benefit in terms of Year 3 NAPLAN scores.  

 
 



(PWC, 2014) 
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Universal statutory guarantee to early childhood education and care 

 Birth      11 months         1 year    2.5 years      3 yearsh 

(Starting Strong IV, OECD, 2015)  





http://mediasite.eq.edu.au/mediasite/Play/02ffb447ff054fd19dc4f5b2fcff7c981d


Current Policy Frameworks 
 

1. Convention on the Rights of the Child 

2. National Early Development Strategy 

• Universal Preschool 

• National Quality Framework  

3. Early Years Learning Framework 

4. Declaration of Literacy in 21st Century Australia 

5. Victorian Libraries' Reading and Literacy for All 



Towards a National Strategy  
 

1. Coalition of the willing – we need everyone with an 

interest to get involved 

2. Clear statement of purpose – what is the problem we are 

trying to solve? – growing attainment gap 

3. Policy solutions – measurable, agreed, evidence based 

4. Political Strategy 

5. Measurement  

6. Long term commitment  
 






